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for moments, and so there suddenly came to me what I
considered the saving idea,
'Throughout history,' I began unctuously, 'there runs the
contrast between the ethics of the State and those of the
individual as the late Niccol6 Machiavelli has so aptly demon-
strated. In other words, what would be merely an act of state-
craft on the part of a government, which is, by the tenets of
Roman law, a juridical person, is often just a dirty trick when
done by an individual, that is, a physical person. Well, let us
base our strategy upon this contrast,' I concluded, proud of my
rhetorical display, the skyline of the Oxford Union building
flickering before my eyes in the haze of that hot August day.
'What in all the world are you talking about?9 asked Bickel,
bringing me down to earth with a bump.
I laid my plan before him. 'If we allow the motion to be
submitted to a vote/ I said, *it will be quashed, because the
majority of representatives of the Press departments of the
various continental governments and of the government-
subsidized telegraph-agencies, led by those of the "authori-
tarian** states, will vote it down, if only to save their own
jobs at home. They will feel themselves protected by the
anonymous character of a vote effected by a show of hands.
*But if we should manage to fix up a roll-call, those gentle-*
men will cease to be representatives of governments, lurking
in the shadows of anonymity. They will suddenly emerge as
physical persons of flesh and blood, who cannot just raise
their hands, but will be called out by name and will have
to state their opinion in front of everybody. And that is the
salient point For to stand up in front of all the sixty-three
other delegates and say "No", amounts to a solemn declara-
tion that you side with the suppression of the freedom of the
Press, that you are on the side of reaction, and of the Middle
Ages which some people believe to have ended in 1453**
The decisive question of a technical nature was of course
how to force a roll-call upon the assembly, before the people
concerned would have time to smell a rat and sabotage the